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A Trbute to

The Hamills — Family Class 1947
Corwith, Jonathan and Joan
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7 Coming into Michigan Bluff —
1972 Tevis Ride

Above: Joan — 1940’s
Center photo: Joan — 1979

Joan riding Dakota Dutchman
Dunbam Woods Horse Show — 1967
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USA Equestrian (formerly AHSA)
announced today the passing of Joan
Birnie Hamill, 84, from Wayne, Ill. on
July 22, 2001. Hamill was a leading
equestrian figure who served on the
boards of the U.S. Pony Club, U.S.
Equestrian Team and the Hooved
Animal Humane Society. She founded
the Wayne DuPage Hunt Pony Club in
1955 and shortly after its formation, she
was elected to the USPC Board of
Governors where she served until 1961
and again from 1964 - 74. Her work with
the U.S. Pony Club was recognized in
1990 when she was awarded the USPC
Founders Award for over 25 years
involvement.




While she was in her 50s, she
competed in many long-dis-
tance endurance rides, includ-
ing the challenging Tevis Cup in
the High Sierras and other 100-
mile rides in Virginia and Ver-
mont, winning the latter. She
continued to show her jumping
horses successfully into her
mid-70s. '
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Family Class — 1972
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Joan Hamill, Nancy, Betsy, Corky




Joan Hamill was the founder of the Wayne-
DuPage Hunt Pony Club in Illinois in 1955
and Master of Wayne-DuPage Hunt from 1954
until 1961.
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JOAN BIRNIE HAMILL

Joan Birnie Hamill, who participated in
and contributed to several equestrian sports,
died of Alzheimer’s disease at her home in
Wayne, Il1., on July 22. She was 84.

Close to 1,000 mourners attended her
funeral on July 30, overflowing the capacity of
the Little Home Church in Wayne. The service
closed with the traditional salute of fox-
hunters—the playing of “Gone Away” while
Mrs. Hamill’s riderless horse, empty boots
turned backward in the stirrups, was led away.
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